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Tum pater Anchifes Lachrymis Ingreffus Obortis : 


—— 


O Nate, ingentem luclum ne quere tuorum : 
Offendent terris hunc tantum fata, neq; ultra 


Efe fment 


Premera mnitoneti aM ae 





—-—— VirGcIL. 





Heu miferande puer ! St qua fata afpera rumpas, 


"Lu Marcellus Eris. 


Difcite Fuftitiam Moniti, S non temnere Divos, —_._~ Ibid. 
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Serra O UP obferved, very juft- 

a ly, in One of your late 

=e4 Papers, that no Figure in 

=—#-1 Life can be more graceful, 

and amiable, than That 

s of awife, and good, Fa- 

s=—=—v— ther; with Refpect wo an 

go) Only Son, who poffeffes, 

4 and deferves, his Indul- 
gence. 

a THAT Lover of 
Mankind, Hfortenjfius, gave us, lately, a fine Exam- 
ple, of the Force of this Truth: But I look back, 
upon itawith Anguith, becaufe I judge of his prefent 
Pain, by. the Excefs of his paft Pleafure. — . 

THO" Hortenfius had, properly, bur Qne Son, 
he was, in fome Senfe, the Common Father, — No- 
thing ever was carried higher than. the.Mantyne/s_of. 


POY )LON ONCOL CHORO LOMO) Vas 


his Hearr, excepe it's Sweetne/t, and Humanity: For 


he was fofren'd, by the benevolent Overflowings of a 
Pity, thar touch’d him, at once, in the two Extremes 
of Senfibiliry:! His own Foys were damp’d, by Other 
le’s Affliétions ; and his private Sorrows chear'd, by 
the Profperity of thofe who hated him. — He not only 
forgave, readily, the moft malicious of his Enemies ; 
bur, that he might be fure to do iz, generoufly, he 
forgot the very Injuries. —-Even his Faults’ were no 
other, rhan the unfuccefsful Refult of his Virtues ; for 
acting rather by the Meafure of his Mind, than of his 
Power, he: provok’d the Difappointed ; to whom the 
Willis no Obliger. — His Wit could fear no Rivals, 
but his Courage, and his Honefty: — And every Perfon 
who fhali read this fasnt Character of his Excellence, 
has been obligd, by the Effeds of it; with Regard to 
the Publick Inrereft ; and the Ornaments of Society. 
SUCH was Hortenfius! — andfuch Hortenfius 13; 
if yet he may be faid ro be, after the Death of that 
dear Son, he /iv’d in; and into whofe fine Mind he 
bad pour’d our, and eransfus’d, all the Fullne(fs of his 
Virtues ; with a Kind of Hope, in Him, and His, to 
have immortaliz'd his very Body ! and to receive, 
from furure Ages, in the Honours paidto his Defcen- 
dants, the Tribure of that Praife, which his own, de- 
clining Life, is, now, too fcanty to make Room for, 
HE, who knows the Father's Profpect ; and how 
fuddenly Death has blafted ic; having fnatch’d away 
the Son, when juft blooming into Manhood ; and, 
ay. the Companion, and the Friend, of his Father! 
never look’d on, without Joy ; — never oblig’d, with- 
Out Gratitude ; =» never thought on, without Tender- 
neis; — never hearken’d to, withour Wonder! muft 
touch’d with a lively Senfe of what that Fate 
broughr with it; which gore, from (uch a Parent! 


(who, before, had loft the Mather,) fach ‘a Son ; to 
leave him, Forlefs ; with the future World before 
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him, like a bleak,. and barren Defart | — And the 
pajt; more dreadful ftill, by athoufand goading Ten- 
dernefles ; which cling for ever to the Memory ; and 
tormen:, and fting, Reflection. MINER, 

WHAT is Life, when we confider ic under thé 
Accidents it is liable to, but an unrefting Conflid, 
in the Dark, with Labours, Doubts, and Difappoint- 
ments | —~ One, fuch, Lofs, as Horten/ius has fuftain’d, 
in this lovd Son: (and fo felt, too, as Hortenfius 
feels it) ferves, for ever, to imbitter Hope ; and draws 
Gloom enough aver the Mind, to put a Srop to our 
wild Purfuits, of Riches, Power, and Reputation. 
»W HEN I compare the prefenr Calamity of this 
Gentleman, with the Satisfaction he is fallen from 3 
— with that ripening Expectation ; — that obfervin 
Vigilance ; that unfpeakable Succeffion of little Trane 
ports, and tender Triumphs ; — and all chat Train of 

Noble Weakneffes, which watm, and open,. the humane 

Heart, upon thefe dear, and foft, Occafions: I cons 
fefs to you that I am /of?, in too quick a Senfe of his 
Mifery! — And I tremble, while I learn, from it, 
that we are expos’d, to it, moft dangernufly, on that 
ftrongeft, and unguarded, Quarter, whence we look 
for our fincerej? Happinefs ! 

I MET Hortenfius, fome Time fince ; and, let- 
ting down my Glafs, by Accident, juft as his Chair 
was pafling me, my Soul was wounded, through my 
Eyes, ar-the moving Majefty of his Sorrow. — He 
endeavour’d to have skreen’d it, behind the Great. 
nefs of his Spirit; and put me in Mind, when I 
was gone by him, of this fine, andnatural Stroke, 
in Shakefpear. 


She never told her Pain; 

But let Coucealment, like a Worn, ithe Bud, 
Prey,on ber Damask Cheek : —{eem.'d, all unmov'd ; 
And fat, — like Patience, on a Monument ; 
Smiling, at Grief! ; 





I F a Man, who had embark'd himfelf, for fome 
long Voyage, with his Friends, and his whole Family, 
fhou'd bave the miferable Deliverance, to e{cape, alone, 
from a Shipwreck ; and be thrown afhore, upon fome 
barren Ifland, whence he cou'd dilcern no Object 
round him, bur the Swelling of the Sea, while it 
was covering tbe finking Heads of all, who were 
near, of dear, to him: and, to preferve whofe che- 
sifh'd Lives, he wou'd, Himfelf, have dyd, with 

leafure! — Could fuch a dreadful Diftinétion be con- 
fider’d as a Bleifing ro hisn ? — Or, fhou’d we not 
rather pity him, as the Perfon, of the whole Number, 
whofe Lot was leaft fupportable ? And to which, a 
thoufand Deaths were preferable ! 

YET, methinks, Mr. Plain-Dealer, tho’, to lofe 
a Worthy Son, muft be acknowledged a erying 
Mifesy ; 
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Miler; ic isa Bare, feverer ftill, to be che Father 





And live, to feel, 

How, fharper than a Serpent's Tooth, it ss, 

To have a thanklefs Chiid | A 
Shakefpear in King Lear. 


SHE W me a Good Man, whole paternal Care 
has been rewarded with Contempt, from the ungrare- 
ful Object of his Tendernefs: — Who fees his: Name 
difgrac’d, by the fordid Qualities of an Heit,-ftoim 
whole expected Excelience he had promis'd Himfelf 
an Encreafe to its Reputation :— Who lives, convin- 
ced, That he is hated, avoided, and wih’d dead, 
by a Wretch, whom he has given Life to! and from 
whofe Virmes, he had flatter'd himfeif, that his Old 
Age wou'd find a Comfort! and his Memory retain 
a Glory! — Such a Father thall look, with ‘a Kind of 
Envy, om Hortenfius ; and be the only Perion capable 
of weighing his Diftrefs, without Agé6ny. 

THB impartiality of Time, and Reafon, plac- 
ing in the fame Degree of Fame, thofe who polifh’d, 
and inftra@ed, Nations, with thofe whogovern’d, or 
conquer’d, them; Hfortenfius need nor blufh, to fee 
his ‘Name, rank'd with Princes, —- 1 will therefore 
inftance an Example of a vafter Mifery than his own, 
in the Greate? Monarch of our Age: (why did I not 
fay of any Age?) Imeanthe CZ AR of RUSSIA: 
— A Prince! whofe Aétions will draw after him a 
Blaze of Glory, and Aftonifhment, through the lareft 
Depth of Time! and warm the Hearts of Poftericy 
with the fame generous Reverence, for rhe Name of 


this immortal Emperor, which we, now, fecl, at 


Mention 6f Alexander theGreat: or the firft, and no- 
bleft, of ‘the Czfars, 

T HERE can be very few of your Readers, who 
have not heard the Czar accus’d of one of the moft 
fhocking Kinds of Cruelty, with Regard to the Death 
of hisSon, the late Prince Royal, — But moft of ’em, 
I believe, are ignorant, that This, great, and gene- 
rous Sovereign, was fo free from the Guile of that 
ill-grounded Imputation, that he pardon’d his Con- 
demn’d Son, in Perfon, in the moft tender, and 
moving Manner, after he had been fentenc’d to Death, 
not by the Czar Himfelf, but by a Convention of the 
Senate, and States, of Ruffia, Ecclefiaftical,Civil,— 
and Military: for having (to ufe the very Words of 
the Sentence) Form’d a Defign to get the Crewn even in 
the Life-time of his Father: oppofing, and undermining, 
all bis glorious Improvements ; and foliciting Infurre&ti- 
ons, of Rebels, at Flome; andthe Affiftance of a Foreign 
Army, to accomplifla the Deftruftion of them. 


I COU'’D produce the moft authentic, and unde-. 


niable, Evidences, that, throughout the whole. Courfe 
of this great, and private, Affliction, the Czar difco- 
ver’d more, of the Vajine/s ! the Humanity! and the 
Firmnefs, of his Soul, than in all the Publick Torrent, 
of his Dangers; and his Victories! — And, I think, 
I may challenge the moft partial Admirers of Anti- 

uity, t) produce any Thing, fo humane! fo heroic! 
fo God-like! as this Letter! even from their greateft, 
and moft honour’d, Characters. — It was writ, and 
deliver'd, by the Czar’s own Hand, to the Prince 


Royal, his Son, on the 11th Day of Offcber, in the. 


Year 1715. 
Extrait of 4 LETTER, from the Czar of Ruffia, 
to bis Son, the Prince, Alexei,’ 

My SON, 
‘ OU cannot be ignorant, fince it is known 
. te allrhe World, to what Degree our 
$ People groan'd, under the Swedifh Op- 
‘ preffion. We faw, by the Lofs of our 
‘ Maritime Provinces, that we were cut off from all 
¢ Commerce with thereft of the World. You know, 
€ too, whag it coft us, in the Beginning of this War, 
© to qualify ourfelves to. give a Check to fo impla- 
* cable-a Violence. But God led ys by the Hand, 
* till we were worthy, in our Turn, to make That 
* Enemy tremble, before whom Okchers had, long, 
* trembled.—. We owe this, next to God, to our own, 
* unwearied Toil ; and the Affection of our Bef? Chil- 
* dren, our faithful, Ruffian Subje&s. | 

“BUT, if, while [ am viewing this Profpericy 
© of my Native Country, I turn an Eye to my own 


Pofterity, my Heart is opprefs'd, with Grief, that is 
too heavy for my Glory, — 1 {ee You, my Son ! re 
jecting all the Means of becoming able to protea 
or govern, what I /eave you.—~ You will nor (, 
much as hear of Warlike Study; tho’, by thas 
we broke out of the Obfcurity, we were involy'g 
in; and made ourfelves motic'd, among Nations, 
* J DO not exhort Youto make War, without 
fon; — 1 but prefs you to learn the Art of ir. I 
cou’d place before your Eyesmany Proofs, that This 
is neceflary : But IL will name the Greeks, only ; for 
They are united in the fame Fasrh, with us, 
What, but Neglect of Arms, was the Occafion of 
their Ruin? Reft, and Idlenefs, had weaken’g 
them, till they cou'd fubmit, even to Slavery! yoy 
miftake, if you think ic Enough, for a Prince to 
have Good Generals. Men look up, to the Head: 
They examine 4is Inclinations, tharthey may con. 
form themfelves to his Genius, — My Bzother, in his 
Reign, lov’d Magnifience, in Drefs, and Horf,, 
The Nation, (before, not at all inclin‘’d that Way) 
form'd their Tafte, upon their Prince’s; for they 
imitate ws, as well in our Good Qualities, as our Evi, 
‘YOU hate War: — You neglect it: — You 
will, confequently, never learn it. — How, then, 
Can you command. others ?— How judge, of the Re. 
* wards, which fhou’d encourage the Deferving> of 
‘the Punifhments, which muft be held out, to the 
Eyes of the Unworthy ?—_ You will fee, and hear, 
for ever, with the Eyes, and Ears, of Others ; and 
re{(emble a young Bird, that holds out its Bili, 
to its Feeder, : 
‘I AMa Man, my Son, and 1 muft dic. — To 
‘ whom fhall I leave the Accomplifhment of my La. 
* bours? To whom fhall I commit the ProteGion of my 
‘ People? — To One? who, like the floathful Ser. 
‘ vant, conceals, the Talent, he fhou’d employ |. 
‘ and falls back, from the glorious Truft, which God 
‘ has diftinguifh him by! 
“REMEMBER your long Obftinacy — and 
* become generoufly afham’d, of this Perverfenefs in - 
‘ your Nature. — How often have I reproach’d You! 
‘ Nay, fometimes, you have compeli’d my Affection 
* even to punifh you! — For fome Years paft, I have 
‘ fcarce {poke to you.—— Yer, All This ayvail'd | 
‘ Nothing. — It was lofing my Time! — It was frik 
‘ing the Air! — All your Pleafure confifts in Indo. 
© lence ! Things, of which you ought to be afham’d, 
‘ becaufe they make you contemptible, compofe your 
* deareft Delight! — Nor do you concern yourfelf for 
: the | onfequences, it m2y produce to your Conn- 
try ! 
‘AFTER having weigh’d, in my fecret Breaf, 
* the fatal Tendency of your Proceedings ;— After 
* having reflected, how long, in vain, I have endea- 
*‘ vour'd to redeem you : I have thought fir, by my 
‘ own Hand-wriring, to give you the Jaf? Refult of 
‘my Will, — With this Determination, however, 
‘ — to wait, ftill, fome Time longer, before I put it in 
‘ Execnrion ; to expect, or Aope, your Amendment, 
‘ —If not, You are, hereby, to know, that I will 
* deprive you of the Succeffion ; as a Man would cut off 4 
sy sages Member. sh 
‘DO not fancy, that, becaufe I have no othet 
* Child but You, I only write this to terrifie you : By 
* God's Pleafure, 1 will, moft certainly, do it. For, 
* fince I {pare not my own Life, for the Welfare of 
* my People : Wy fhou’d I regard your Honour, who 
“are not fram’d for becoming it? — I will, rather, 
‘ tranfmit my Dominions to a Stranger, who fhall be 
* Worthy of chem, than to my own unworthy Son, who 
* can neither defend, nor adorn, them. 
Sign'd, in the Original, with the Czax’s own Hand, 
PETER. 
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I WILL clofe my Paper, here, and revere the 
Soul of this Great Prince, in Silence! for, to fay ay 
Thing, in Praife, or Explanation, of fuch a Lettet, 
were to treat my Readers, like Infenfibles. — If there - 
lives any One Perfon, who can confider it, without 
Love, and Veneration, for its Writer, His Apprehen- 
fion muft be fo grofsly cover’d, with a Cloud of Dul- 
nefs, and Srupidiry, thar He is deftin’d co remaia 
impenetrable, by Honour, Juftice, or Humanity! _ 
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